
 

 

Affordable housing and inequality in rural Britain 

 

A shortage of housing in rural areas has increased prices and excluded middle 

income groups and younger people from rural Britain. House prices in rural 

England are 25% higher than in urban areas. There is also much less social and 

affordable housing in rural areas for those unable to buy.  

What problems result? 
A lack of affordable housing results in: 

 Overcrowding and homelessness 

 Longer commuting distances and 
‘reverse commuting’ 

 Damage to family life and networks 

 Barriers to economic growth 

 Restricted life chances 

 Growing inequality  

 The risk of rural areas becoming 
ghettos for the affluent 

 

What are the research findings? 
Research carried out in CRE shows that: 

 The problem is perpetuated by 
housing and social policies. 

 The notion of “sustainable and 
unsustainable communities” has 
been a major contributing factor.  

 Planning policies which confine 
development to urban areas ensure 
rural house prices are higher. 

 Planning practice in rural areas has 
prioritised environmental interests 
over social inclusion. 
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What changes would help? 
 Planning policies that encourage 

rather than prevent affordable rural 
housing. Sustainable communities 
require affordable housing.  

 Reinstating a national target for 
affordable rural housing. 

 More finance from a combination of 
public investment and cross-subsidy. 
Fewer market houses mean less 
scope for cross-subsidy and greater 
demands on the public purse. 

 Cross-subsidy on exception sites in 
smaller settlements. Quotas of 
affordable housing remain vital in 
larger schemes. 

 Leadership to challenge the 
“concreting over the countryside” 
myth and highlight the consequences 
of a lack of affordable housing.  

 Unlocking of surplus public sector 
land by ensuring “greatest public 
benefit” rather than “best value”. 

 Support for community land trusts 
and other innovative, local 
approaches. 

 Exempting villages from bedroom tax. 
 

 



 
 
 

                         
                      

Further information: 
 

 Shucksmith M (1981) No Homes for Locals? Gower  

 Best R and Shucksmith M (2006) Homes for Rural Communities: report of the Joseph 
Rowntree Foundation’s Rural Housing Policy Forum.  

 Shucksmith M (2007) Sustainable development and sustainable rural communities – 
who gains and who loses? Invited keynote paper to Housing Studies Association 
annual conference, York. 

 Sturzaker, J. (2010) 'The exercise of power to limit the development of new housing in 
the English countryside', Environment and Planning A, 42, (4), 1001-1016.  

 Sturzaker J and Shucksmith M (2011) Planning for housing in rural England: 
discursive power and spatial exclusion, Town Planning Review, 82, 2, 169-193.   

 Shucksmith M (2011) Exclusive Rurality: Planners as Agents of Gentrification, 
Planning Theory and Practice, 12, 4, 605-611. 

 Shucksmith M (2012) Planning and Housing: Power and Values in Rural 
Communities, in Smith A and Hopkinson J (ed) Faith and the Future of the 
Countryside, Canterbury Press. 

 Shucksmith M and Sturzaker J (2012) Rural Housing, in: Susan J. Smith, Marja 
Elsinga, Lorna Fox O'Mahony, Ong Seow Eng, Susan Wachter, (editors). 
International Encyclopaedia of Housing and Home, Oxford: Elsevier; 2012. 226-231.  

 Affordable Rural Housing Commission (2006) Final Report. DCLG/DEFRA. 

 Matthew Taylor (2008) Living Working Countryside: the Taylor Review of Rural 
Economy and Affordable Housing, DCLG.  

 Environment, Food and Rural Affairs Committee (2013) Rural Communities: Sixth 
Report of Session 2013-14, HC602. House of Commons. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Contact: Mark Shucksmith  email mark.shucksmith@ncl.ac.uk  
 
 
CRE Policy Brief No 5 
 
 
 
August 2013 

 
  

http://www.amazon.co.uk/No-Homes-Locals-Mark-Shucksmith/dp/0566004658
http://www.jrf.org.uk/sites/files/jrf/9781859354933.pdf
http://www.york.ac.uk/chp/hsa/spring07/papers-ppts07/Plenaryshucksmith.ppt
http://www.york.ac.uk/chp/hsa/spring07/papers-ppts07/Plenaryshucksmith.ppt
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/B9780080471631005154
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20060522090829/defra.gov.uk/rural/housing/commission/
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20120919132719/http:/www.communities.gov.uk/documents/planningandbuilding/pdf/livingworkingcountryside.pdf
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20120919132719/http:/www.communities.gov.uk/documents/planningandbuilding/pdf/livingworkingcountryside.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmselect/cmenvfru/602/60202.htm
mailto:mark.shucksmith@ncl.ac.uk

